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We recommend that the Welsh Assembly Government should strengthen
existing provision to ensure that there is in place a nationwide network of
effective and expert advice, guidance and support to individuals and families
affected by Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

85.We look forward to the continuing work of the Government’s task and finish
group and trust that our recommendations will be reflected in its final report.



Annex A The Transition Process

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales®' states:

“All concerned with the child should give careful thought to transfer between phases.
Advance planning is essential. The move should initially be considered at the review
meeting prior to the last year in the current school.”

In accordance with the Code of Practice, the needs of pupils who have a Statement of
Educational Need are reviewed each year. These annual review meetings are attended by
the pupil and his or her parent. The annual review of the statement in Year 9 should involve
the agencies that may play a major role in the young person’s life during the post-school
years and must involve Careers Wales.

The ‘transition planning’ process allows for planning for the transition from school to adult
life for young people with special needs. It involves the young person and his or her
parents/carers, and draws together information from a range of individuals from different
agencies. It starts with the first annual review after the fourteenth birthday, following which
a Transition Plan is drawn up. A young person without a statement can also go through
such a process.

The Transition Plan should address the pupil’s comprehensive needs and should draw
together information from a range of individuals within and beyond school in order to plan
for the young person’s transition to further learning.

The Code of Practice places head teachers in charge of overseeing and co-ordinating the
delivery of the Transition Plan. Careers Wales has responsibility for ensuring the delivery of
those elements of the plan that relate to the young person’s transition into further learning
or employment. Careers Wales is represented at annual reviews by specialist careers
advisers. Where a multi-professional recommendation is made for residential further
education provision the specialist careers adviser will co-ordinate the application to the
Welsh Assembly Government and make arrangements for placement follow-up.

A full range of options for post-school learning should be considered by all those attending
annual reviews from Year 9. Where post school provision has been identified, the Code of
Practice states that it is good practice for a representative from the future provider of
education and training to be invited to attend one or more of the transition review
meetings. In addition, a copy of the pupil’s statement of educational needs, the most
recent annual review and the Transition Plan should be passed to the post-school provider
in sufficient time for appropriate support to be put in place.

Careers Wales is requested to inform the Welsh Assembly Government if it transpires at the
Year 9 review or at subsequent reviews that a young person is likely to become eligible to
attend a specialist establishment.

" Welsh Assembly Government, Special Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales, April 2002


http://wales.gov.uk/dcells/publications/policy_strategy_and_planning/schools/sencodeofpractice/senhandbook-e.pdf?lang=en

Learning and Skills Act 2000

In the young person’s final year of compulsory education, the Welsh Assembly Government
has a duty under section 140 of the Learning and Skills Act 2000% for ensuring that an
assessment of needs on leaving school is undertaken and provision identified. Section 140
also gives powers to Welsh Ministers to conduct an assessment of any young person under
the age of 25 where it appears that s/he may have learning difficulties and where s/he is
undertaking, or likely to undertake post-16 education or training or to enter higher
education. This is to enable assessments to be made where young people continuing in
post-16 education or training develop learning difficulties shortly before or after leaving
school and so do not have an SEN statement. The power applies in respect of people up to
the age of 25 to enable assessments to apply for the duration of a course. The power also
reflects the fact that some young people with learning difficulties may require longer to
complete a course or start a course later than their peers.

Careers Wales, as part of its contract with the Welsh Assembly Government, will make the
assessments. This assessment will result in a written report of the learner’s educational
and training needs, known as the Learning and Skills Plan and the provision required to
meet them.

Assessment by Careers Wales for the purposes of Section 140 of the Act involves drawing
together information about a young person from a range of sources and meeting with
him/her to establish his/her perspective of the situation, in order to identify his/her
strengths and any barriers to participation in learning. This in turn will inform the
development of a report, which outlines educational and training needs and the provision
required to meet them, in order to help the young person make a successful transition to
adult life.

The Welsh Assembly Government has a duty to have regard to a report of an assessment
conducted under section 140.

The Welsh Assembly Government circular, Securing Specialist Provision for Learners with
Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities® included a flowchart which provides an overview
of the process of school to post-16 provision transition. It is reproduced below.

2 The Learning and Skills Act 2000 (Chapter 21)
% Welsh Assembly Government, Securing Specialist Provision for Learners with Learning Difficulties
and/or Disabilities, Annex A, 2002 and 2005
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LLDD: A Progression Route continued...
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A year before a disabled person is due to leave full time further education (up to
age 19) the insitution must inform the Social Services Department under Sections
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This guide only provides a procedural overview and must be seen in the context of duties and powers arising from a range of
legislation governing education and training, social and health services.




Withesses

The following organisations provided oral evidence to the Committee
on the dates noted below. Their written evidence and transcripts of
oral evidence sessions can be viewed in full by following the links.

4 February 2010

National Autistic

Society Cymru

Autism Cymru

SNAP Cymru

11 February 2010

CollegesWales

Beechwood College
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The following organisations and individuals provided written evidence
to the Committee.
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